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320 THE MONIST. 

a strong conservative tendency which may sometimes surprise the iconoclast, 
but will be received with great satisfaction in many quarters. It is a matter 
of course that Professor Reinke remains a- scientist and does not revert to 
any narrow dogmatism of the churches, but we are glad to find in his specu- 
lations an appreciation of the religious problems, especially of the soul and 
of God, although we can not endorse his particular views. Among other 
details we deem his arguments against spontaneous generation and in favor 
of the act of special creation insufficient, and we would not accept his views 
of the cosmic intelligence, the nature of the soul, and the possible existence 
of an unknown soul substratum. 



Professor Mills has edited "The First Chapter of the Pahlavi Yasna" 
in the October, 1906, number of the Museon of Louvain University, Belgium, 
an ancient seat of Catholic learning. This lies doubly in the line of Mr. 
Mills's official duties, for the work has never been edited by another scholar 
before with the collation of manuscripts, and it is now prepared from all 
of them, and chiefly from those acquired by the author for the Oxford Uni- 
versity Library. An earlier form of this edition from the same writer ap- 
peared as deciphered in the publications of the German Oriental Society, a 
year or two ago; but here it is printed in the costly Oriental character, and 
with all the variants given. The typesetter and printer is Mr. J. B. Istas of 
Louvain, the publisher of the Museon. The expense must have been quite 
considerable as the article reaches 28 pages. It is very sightly, and will be 
useful as a text-book on this chapter. It was executed at the repeated invi- 
tation of the editor of the review. Professor Mills has now nearly finished 
the editing and translating of all the Pahlavi texts of the Yasna, his especial 
task. 

These texts have appeared chiefly in the Zeitschrift der deutsch-morgen- 
landischen Gesellschaft, Chapters LVII-LXI having been accepted, and will 
appear in due course. 

The intermediate portion appears of course in his Gathas. It has been 
an exceedingly laborious task, and one from which all European Zendists 
since Spiegel seem for the most part to have shrunk. In Pahlavi one per- 
pendicular stroke represents five different letters with no possible means of 
discrimination save the context. It seems to be more harassing than Assyr- 
ian in some respects. 

Such letters as ufya and nepesh are written with the same signs and the 
person who wrote them could not later tell which word was meant but for the 
context, and unless he especially recalled what his former intention had been. 

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society has been printing the English 
translation of the texts continuously, and the author was much gratified at 
the remarks of Lord Reay, the President of the Society at the last anniversary 
meeting, which were published-in the July number of the Journal. 

The works which have appeared in these journals from time to time 
will be reprinted in book form as soon as possible. 



